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None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom
for him: (For the redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth for ever:)
That he should still live for ever, and not see corruption. For he seeth that wise
men die, likewise the fool and the brutish person perish, and leave their wealth

to others... But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave
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But if the Son were in the number of things originate, He was not better than
they, nor did disobedience involve increase of punishment because of Him; any
more than in the Ministry of Angels there was not, according to each Angel,
greater or less guilt in the transgressors, but the Law was one, and one was its
vengeance on transgressors. But, whereas the Word is not in the number of
originate things, but is Son of the Father, therefore, as He Himself is better and
His acts better and transcendent, so also the punishment is worse.
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Of course too He signified that the blasphemy offered to the Holy Ghost is
greater than that against His humanity when He said, ‘Whosoever shall speak
a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him such as were those who
said, ‘Is not this the carpenter’s son’ but they who blaspheme against the Holy
Ghost, and ascribe the deeds of the Word to the devil, shall have inevitable
punishment

1 Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series Il. Volume IV. Against the Arians. Discourse
I. Chapter XIII. 59.
2 Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series II. Volume IV. Against the Arians. Discourse
I. Chapter XII. 50.
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[undergo severest chastisement

Yet if one came into an assembly of angels, among whom nothing of the sort
has ever taken place, there he would clearly see the great ridicule (of such
conduct). And why do | say an assembly of angels? Even in the very palaces
among us, should one introduce a harlot and enjoy her, or be oppressed by
excess of wine, or commit any other like indecency, he would suffer extreme
punishment. But if it be intolerable that men should dare such things in
palaces, much more when the King is everywhere present, and observes what
is done, shall we if we dare them undergo severest chastisement.
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SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM: COMMENTARY ON SAINT JOHN THE APOSTLE AND
EVANGELIST, translated by Sister Thomas Aquinas Goggin, The fathers of the church
vol. 33, the Catholic University of America press, Washington D.C. 1956
TY Andaa - () Aaal) - il 3 Ui gy Gasill - (s ) s ) gy Al g 5
Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers Series | Volume XIII. Homilies on THE EPISTLE OF ST.
PAUL THE APOSTLE TO PHILEMON. Homily I. P.956
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Considering these things, then, let us also be merciful and forgiving towards
those who have trespassed against us. The offenses against us here are a
hundred pence, but those from us against God are ten thousand talents. But
you know that offenses are also judged by the quality of the persons: for
instance, he who has insulted a private person has done wrong, but not so
much as he who has insulted a magistrate, and he who has offended a greater
magistrate offends in a higher degree, and he who offends an inferior one in a
lower degree; but he who insults the king offends much more.

The injury indeed is the same, but it becomes greater by the excellence of the
person. And if he who insults a king receives intolerable punishment, on
account of the superiority of the person; for how many talents will he be
answerable who insults God? So that even if we should commit the same
offenses against God, that we do against men, even so it is not an equal thing:
but as great as is the difference between God and men, so great is that
between the offenses against Him and them.
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Behold, thou art made whole; sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.”
Now what do we learn from this? First, that his disease had been produced by
his sins; secondly, that the accounts of hell fire are to be believed; thirdly, that
the punishment is long, nay endless. Where now are those who say, “I
murdered in an hour, | committed adultery in a little moment of time, and am
| eternally punished?” For behold this man had not sinned for so many years
as he suffered, for he had spent a whole lifetime in the length of his
punishment; and sins are not judged by time, but by the nature of the
transgressions.

8 NPNF, Vol. XIV: The Homilies of St. John Chrysostom on the Gospel of St. John.: John
5.14
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For wrath is in his indignation; and life in his good will. First, he mentioned
something depressing, wrath in the indignation of God; then, something
brighter, life in His good will. This seems to be tautology to those who are not
able to attain to an exact understanding of the meanings, since the prophet
says that wrath is in the indignation of God, as if wrath and indignation were
the same thing; but, there is a very great difference. Indignation is the decision
to inflict some particular sad punishments upon a man deserving of them; but
wrath is the suffering and the punishment already being inflicted by the just
Judge according to the measure of the wrong done.
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In fact, what can one find great enough that he may give it for the ransom of
his soul? But one thing was found worth as much as all people together. This
was given for the price of ransom for our souls, the holy and highly honored
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he poured out for all of us; therefore, we
were bought at a great price (1 Cor 6:20). If, then, a brother does not redeem,
will a man redeem? But if man cannot redeem us, he who redeems us is not a
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SAINT BASIL, EXEGETIC HOMILIES Translated by SISTER AGNES CLARE WAY, C.D.P. our
lady of the lake college. San Antonio, Texas, page 238

8 THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH A NEW TRANSLATION, VOLUME 46, SAINT BASIL,
EXEGETIC HOMILIES Translated by SISTER AGNES CLARE WAY, C.D.P. our lady of the
lake college. San Antonio, Texas, HOMILY 19, ON PSALM 48. PP.337-339
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man. Now, do not assume, because he sojourned with us “in the likeness of
sinful flesh,”(Rom 8:3) that our Lord is only man, failing to discern the power
of the divinity, who had no need to give God a ransom for himself or to redeem
his own soul because “he did no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth (1
Peter 2:22).” No one is sufficient to redeem himself, unless he comes who
turns away the captivity of the people, not with ransoms or with gifts, as it is
written in Isaiah, (Isaiah 52:3) but in his own blood.... He does not need a
ransom, but he himself is the propitiation.
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But what shall a person give in exchange for his life, would seem, if spoken in
answer to a query, to indicate a person who trades his life; a person who, after
sin, has given up his substance in order that his property might feed the poor.
He would in that way receive salvation. Yet, in a positive light, | think this
indicates that there is nothing in a person that he can give in trade for his life
that will buy off death. God, however, has ransomed us all with the priceless
blood of Jesus so that “we are bought with a price,”13 “having been purchased
not with perishable things like silver and gold but with the priceless blood of
the spotless, flawless Lamb,”

9 Commentary on Matthew 12.28.
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“Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” For Israel the exchange is
given of Egypt, Ethiopia, and Seba. For a human soul the only repayment is
what the Psalmist sings: “What shall | repay to the Lord for all that he has paid
back to me? | will take up the cup of salvation and call upon the name of the
Lord.”
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12 Jerome. (2008). Commentary on Matthew. (T. P. Halton, Ed., T. P. Scheck, Trans.)
(Vol. 117, pp. 195-196). Washington, DC: The Catholic University of America Press.
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