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" Robert Arakaki Independent Higher Education Professional & administers the Orthodox-Reformed Bridge, “a
meeting place for Evangelicals, Reformed and Orthodox Christians.” He attends Saints Constantine and Helen
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“The woman who unwillingly marries a
man deserted at the time by his wife, and
is afterwards repudiated, because of the
return of the former to him, commits
fornication, but involuntarily. She will,
therefore, not be prohibited from
marriage; but it is better if she remain as
she is.”
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“The woman who has been
abandoned by her husband,

ought, in my judgment, to remain
as sheis.”
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‘A woman whose husband has
gone away and disappeared, and
who marries another, before she
has evidence of his death,
commits adultery.”
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“Soldiers' wives who have married in
their husbands' absence will come under
the same principle as wives who, when
their husbands have been on a journey,
have not waited their return. Their case,
however, does admit of some
concession on the ground of there being
greater reason to suspect death.”

! Basil the Great; Letter 199 to Amphilochius; 31, 36, 46 & 48
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Des concepts ecclésiastiques bibliques :

L]
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A propos de la 1 1

Pere Tadros Yacoub Malaty

L’homélie traduite par : Jean Takla
Révisée par : Monica Youssef et Marie Youssef

Il est vrai que les besoins sont
différents d’un individu a I'autre, selon
'age, I'époque et [I'environnement
dans lequel il évolue. Ces besoins se

transforment en exigences qui
affectent non seulement la vie de
I'individu mais  également Ia
communauté. Ainsi, il existe des

exigences vitales nécessaires pour
tous les gens, a tout age.

Quelles sont ces exigences ? Et
comment I'église les présente-elle
dans un esprit évangélique ?

1- La vie selon I’Esprit Saint :
Chaque individu a besoin de trouver
le serviteur, un évangile ouvert qui
partage la bénédiction du Seigneur, la
jouissance du ciel, 'espoir de la Croix
et montre les arrhes de I'Esprit.
L’enfant Jean-Baptiste a senti la vie
spirituelle de sa mere, il a donc
manifesté sa joie en tressaillant dans
le ventre d’Elisabeth.

Ceux qui ont rencontré St Paul, ont pu
observer sa vie spirituelle qu’il a
parfaitement appliquée dans son
comportement. Le roi Agrippa prit
peur lorsqu’il remarqua la Vvie

spirituelle du St Paul dans la prison.
(Actes 25). Les enfants peuvent sentir
la vie sainte de leur mére, méme dans
le ventre sans méme pouvoir parler.
Chaque serviteur peut atteindre le
cceur des jeunes par  son
comportement qui reflete sa vie
spirituelle. (Rom 8 :10) et par la
sainteté de ses pensées, ses sens et
ses emotions.

La priére de Jonas, sa louange et sa
jouissance de voir l'autel du Seigneur,
dans la baleine, ont démontrés leur
efficacité dans la vie du peuple de
Ninive et son roi. Jonas avait parlé
avec eux brievement et d'un ton trés
ferme. Mais ils ont reconnu en lui un
homme de Dieu, c’est pour cela qu'ils
ont fait acte de repentance que Dieu a
accepté et leur a accordé sa
miséricorde.

Méme le patient couché sur un lit peut
précher par ses prieres et par son
silence. |l peut aussi attirer beaucoup

d’ames sans les rencontrer
physiquement.

2- Expliquer le concept du
commandement divin : Beaucoup
de jeunes croient que le

commandement est trés difficile a
appliquer et gu’il n’est adapté qu’aux
anges. Ces jeunes se demandent

"Tous les membres du « Centre de I'Eglise d’Alexandrie » remercient Pére Tadros Yacoub Malaty pour leur avoir offert

cet article pour le publier



°comment ilIs peuvent mettre en
pratique le commandement malgré
notre faiblesse humaine et malgré
nos péchés ?

Il est convenable que le serviteur, qui
est lui-méme un homme de Dieu, ne
demande pas aux jeunes I'impossible
a mettre en ceuvre. Car Dieu attend
de 'homme juste des promesses du
cceur et des cries cachés, pour qu'll
lui offre sa bénédiction et sa grace et
le porte sur ses épaules tel un bon
Berger en faveur de [Iagneau
incapable de bouger.

Le seigneur lui accorde le Saint Esprit
qui le transforme de gloire en gloire (2
Corinthiens 3 :18) pour qu’il prenne la
forme d’'une icone du Christ et chante
avec l'apdétre : « Je puis toutes choses
en Christ qui me fortifie. » (Philippiens
4 :13)

Un serviteur ne pourra jamais réussir
a inviter les jeunes a la jouissance de
I'espoir, si ces jeunes ne voient pas ce
serviteur dirigé par I'espoir malgré la
difficulté de la vie, le harcélement des
autres et les différentes attaques du
diable.

Si I'époux fait de son mieux envers
son épouse pour montrer son amour,
en lui offrant les ornements et les
bijoux les plus précieux pour qu’elle
soit sous son meilleur jour pendant le
mariage et qu’elle souléve
I'admiration de tous ; nous attendons
évidemment beaucoup plus de notre
Epoux céleste qui nous a lui-méme
pris comme fiancés pour que nous
devenions la belle vierge pure. Il nous
présente ses commandements pour
gque nous ornions nNos ceceurs par la

participation de la nature divine (2
Pierre 1:4). Il n’aurait pas pu offrir ses
commandements sans nous donner
la possibilité de recevoir les fruits de
I'Esprit : I'amour, la joie, la paix, la
patience, la bonté, la bénignité, la
fidélité, la douceur et la tempérance
(Galates 5 :23). C’est cela que le
serviteur doit confirmer aux enfants,
comme aux jeunes et aux plus agées.
Les jeunes observent cela incarné
dans la personnalité du serviteur, ce
qui les encourage a prendre part avec
le serviteur a la préparation a 'union
céleste.

3- Faire découvrir la notion de
sainteté : Souvent le petit garcon
souffre du manque lié a ce qu’il n'a
pas attendu dans son enfance ou il vit
dans la simplicité et dans la pureté,
sans combat et dans sa faiblesse
naturelle. Lorsqu'il devient
adolescent, il commence a lutter
contre des idées, des sentiments et
des faiblesses qui I'affectent souvent.
Il croit alors qu'il sera difficile pour lui
de progresser dans la vie de saintete,
et que la sainteté est devenu un but
inaccessible. Il n'est pas un ange ou
un saint mais un enfant qui souffre de
'adolescence, qui se pense et se
congoit comme un homme impur qui
ne mérite pas de prier devant le
Seigneur, de lire la Bible et d’entrer
dans I'église, la maison de Dieu. Ces
sentiments, qui le détruisent, sont les
fruits d’idées fausses diffusées par
certaines personnes.

Saint Augustin, qui a longtemps
souffert de ses désirs, a dit que la
résistance de I'enfant contre le mal
fait de lui un saint méme si il retombe
dans les péchés, car, le saint n’est
pas celui qui ne tombe jamais, mais



°celui qui laisse Dieu contrdler sa vie.
Chaque fois qu’il tombe, il regarde
Dieu travailler en lui pour le sanctifier
et le ressusciter, il rend le péché amer
et lui fait gouter la douceur du
triomphe par Dieu.

4- Le concept de la liberté : La
liberté est d’étre fidéle au Seigneur le
sauveur, et davoir foi qu’il nous
donne le pouvoir de marcher sur les
serpents et les scorpions, et sur toute
la puissance de I'ennemi (Luc 10:19).
Une personne peut se sentir
prisonniére d’'un certain péché, mais
cela doit 'encourager a demander a
Dieu de tenir ses promesses pour qu'il
golte la liberté qui lui est offerte. Il
convient au serviteur d’accentuer la
faiblesse du diable en face a 'lhomme
de Dieu qui ne porte pas un esprit de
timidité mais un esprit de force (2 Tim
1:7).

5- Manifester pratiquement

I'esprit d’amour : L'enthousiasme de
Saint Cyril Le Grand contre I'hérésie
de Nestorius (qui a séparé la nature
du Christ en deux) ne I'a pas empéché
de montrer son respect et son amour
envers lui afin de I'attirer pour revenir
vers la verité divine.
Il est convenable pour les peuples du
Christ de sentir 'amour du serviteur
envers tout le monde, méme envers
ses ennemis. |l faut étre conscient
qgue la mort n’isole pas la personne du
monde humain, car au paradis la
personne ne s’arréte pas de prier pour
le monde entier.

6- Quel bonheur que les jeunes
trouvent leur serviteur dans un état de
paix intérieure constante au milieu
des épreuves et des tentations, et en
pleine  reconnaissance de la

protection de Dieu, surtout pendant
I'affliction.

7- L’appel du serviteur au peuple
doit clarifier le but et expliciter une
décision importante pour chacun
« Veut-il étre dans le corps du Christ
ou a I'extérieur ? »

8- Le serviteur doit s’engager a
préter une attention particuliére a la
croissance de la personnalité des
jeunes pour qu’ils deviennent des
hommes de Dieu et trouvent le succés
dans toutes choses. Et en méme
temps, méme les non-croyants
I'apercevront comme un chef spirituel
humble, méme s’il est encore jeune.
C’est pour cela que le serviteur ne doit
jamais sous-estimer n’importe quel
étre-humain.

9- Le serviteur doit respecter les
mesures ecclésiastiques, spirituelles
et liturgiques, non de maniére
aveugle, mais il faut que I'on prie par
I'esprit et aussi avec l'intelligence (1
Corinthiens 14 :15). En effet, le Christ
ne s’est pas incarné pour supprimer
nos cerveaux mais pour les sanctifier

et pour faire développer la
connaissance d’'une maniere
continue.

10- Etre doux avec les pécheurs :
Une des phrases les plus aimables
que Saint Ambroise ait dite est : [O
Seigneur, accorde-moi de voir les
péchés de chaque personne pour
I'aider sans étre rude et arrogant
envers lui, mais que je pleure et prie
pour lui, pour moi-méme et pour les
autres en disant : « Elle [Tamar] est
moins coupable que moi » (Genese
38 :26)].
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lashes of

Father Zakaria Elbaramosy

Introduction:-

In 2005, Pope Shenouda the Third asked me to serve in Mexico. | traveled
there on the 25" December, 2005 after completion of travel procedures?, | had
prayed the first liturgy there on the 1%t of January, 2006. | couldn’t find an
accurate or a complete translation of the liturgy. So | started with engineer
“‘Shehata Samir Looka” translating the Basil liturgy directly from the Coptic
language to Spanish?. | found several bright points marked by the Coptic
version® distinguishing it from all the remaining copies whether Greek* or
Arabic. | will mention them, for example:

bl

e

! Keraza Magazine 33rd year, 16th of September 2005, page 5

2 padre Zakaria El Baramousy & Ing. Shehata Samir Looka (El Misal de La Iglesia Copta Ortodoxa, Parte Uno Liturgia de
San Basilio) Mexico 2009.

8 Manuscripts of Deir El Sorian, ‘Tokoos nos 470, 471 and 494’
4 Father Epifanios El Makary, Saint Basil Liturgy, Greek Script with Arabic translation (Arabic) Deir Abu Makar



e 1- PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION:-

(O God the Great and the Eternal, who formed man in incorruption.

And death which entered into the world by the envy of the devil, you have
destroyed, by the life-giving manifestation of your Only Begotten Son, our Lord
God and savior Jesus Christ.)

Dt iyt miwaene,s HHETAYKWT MITIPW LT €2,PHI €2XEN T e TATTAKO.

The word (Kw-) which is translated to ‘formed’ does not mean to create but

rather it means to ‘construct’ or/and ‘build’. The word (Con-r) Which means to
‘create’ came in: (Ephesians 2:15)

Kﬁpqq BIA nTechnT saul m‘jpm NOHTC
uovam NOYWT .!.l.ﬁEPi €YIpI OV SIPHIH.

(So as to create in Himself one new man from the two)
(Ephesians 2:15)
And also in:

1O0¢ AE AQCPOYLY TIEXAC XE MIETENWW IC-

LEN 28 OVZUWOV'T NELL OVCHILLE TIETACONTOY.

(Have you not read that He who created them at the beginning ‘made them
male and female) (Matthew 19:4)

However the word (Kw-T)
Accordlng to: (John 2:19-21)

chEPD*YUJ fXe THC MEXAC MWOY XE REA nal
epder ¢RoA ovog Tna:mgoq epacrq L‘jen N
€800

MEXE HUHOYAA! rmq Xe ANEP A npo.um e
KW ,un.'u epder ovog neox LM ATASOC] EPATYY
Oen T NESOOY.

00| AC rquwuuoc ne cofe mep:‘lx—:: H'TE
TECICUUAL A

(Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days |
will raise it up.”?° Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this



°temple, and will you raise it up in three days? ?' But He was speaking of the
temple of His body.) (John 2:19-21)

Here the church used the same expression that was used by Jesus Christ. This
word “create” reminds us what had happened when GOD formed man in:

NAI ETAYXOTOV AYSIOVI nuveaq ETECHT Z1-
XEN TUKAZI 0Y0g J.qeamo SOV 0L Eﬂﬂ?\@ﬁﬂ
TeAY OY0g AGAAAWEY ENENRAD WITIBEAAE
23.22.1Cl.

003 LAY StAY '3 uawenax E2S nexgo €ROA
Sen *[*xo?wnﬂnsea. R ETUCYAUA 28, c[)ue;gaw-
OYAGMEY XE <!)HETA‘?0‘TOPII¢] ACJUIEN AL OV It
AQIWDT AXTTECYS0 ER0A 00 Al EAY RO

(And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.) (Genesis 2:7)

In more clarity and detail in the miracle of healing the man blind from birth.

(John 9:6, 7)

NAT ETAEOTON AYSIOVE HG":"BJ&[ EneCHT gi-
KEN TUKAZT 0Y0g M[ﬂmu ftov o eRo2OeEN
TUGAY 0V0g ACAAwe EnEnBﬁ‘Z\ BIUBEANE
EIRTITI

0Y0g TEXA STAY x€ MAWERAK 1A nexgn €ROA
e Txu?#uﬂnaga RTETUCYAWA 1. PHEWAY-
OVAZLEY XE (pHET&TnTﬂpnq AQUENAY OV It
AQJIWL ATTEYR0 R0 0Y0Z AYF EQIAN 1XBO2..

(When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made clay with
the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay.” And He
said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So he
went and washed, and came back seeing) (John 9:6, 7)

What happened in the creation of man and recreation eyes for the born blind
man as what happened in the creation process (water ‘spat’ and dust ‘earth’)
clay and paint



°In the same paragraph in the prayer of reconciliation, Construct (Kw-)..
Destruct (wepwwpy)

Dkwepwywpey 21 TeN movwNe, €BoA NpeTaANS0S NTE

nex uonosenHc N Hprs Ilenoc ovoe, Ilennowt

2- He was incarnate and became man:-
D ybicapz ovo2 aYeppwLI 0702, AYTCABON €2ANUWIT NTE TIOTKA L

€ aepXAPIZECOE NAN MITIMICI T €BOA MTTWWI I TEN 07 LWOT NEM OFVTINET 130

B :

E2sHE R I T e
£ SASCRATTICT
' t‘.ﬁn?&jnt—-jmtﬂ

TTT S e

(He was incarnate and became man, and taught us the ways of Salvation. He granted
us the birth from on high through water and Spirit.)

We notice in Arabic translation as in Greek as if sentences are linked by “and” but in
Coptic we notice character (E)! which means Purpose, for, in order to, causative.
Like according to (Ephesians 2:19,20)

caokwOels kat évavOpwmnoag, UVmédeléev MUy 0d0LG  owtnolag,
XAQLOAUEVOGS TULV TNV avwOev avayévvnotv € DOATOG KAl TveLUATOG, Kal
gmomoev Nuag éavte Aaov eglovotov: Nyiaoev Nuag @ Iveduati ocov e
aylw.

! Walter Ewing Crum, A Coptic Dictionary Oxford: 39 page 50



ems&mvzm
SCASC-AATIT 221 C Iy uﬂ-ﬁi
: b i
E.E-D?\EI;_JWIU mb 4
b TeEIOY ooy, |

ELLOV ISR, 5
23 TES ' S

(Ephesians 2:19, 20)

ZGAPA OYIN NOWTEN. SANWERIWOY AN XE
MEL g‘xnpsnstxwl?xr A2DA 3Artga¢up WPEsss,
BRAK! HTE HIATIOC NELL. 3mtpe:mm 8ve Py
CAYKET GHINOY €XEN '['cen*[- RS mannum*o?\oc
e, mnpmbu*ruc €Ol stxuux NAAKY EpOC Nxe
)C THC.

(" Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, ?° having been
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being
the chief cornerstone)(Ephesians 2:19,20)

This is consistent with the words of:-

A-St. John Chrysostom’

He was born after the flesh, That you might be born after the Spirit

“The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of
Abraham”

Because of this very thing most of all should you marvel, that being

" On Matthew 1:1; Homily II, 3.



°OnIy—Begotten Son, our Lord God, and His true Son, He suffered Himself to be
called also Son of David that He might make you Son of God. He suffered a
slave to be father to Him, that He might make the Lord Father to you a slave.
(...)
When therefore you are told that the Son of God is “Son of David and of
Abraham” (Mt 1:1), doubt not any more that you too, the son of Adam, shall be
son of God. For not at random, nor in vain did He abase Himself so greatly,
only He was minded to exalt us. Thus He was born after the flesh, that you
might be born after the Spirit. (...)
And like as though any one were to place himself in the space
between any two persons that were standing apart, and stretching forth both
his hands were to lay hold on either side, and tie them together; even so has
He done, joining the Old Covenant with the New, God’s nature with man’s, the
things that are His with ours.

B- St. Macarius the Great!

The End for Which the Lord Came: to Give Us His Spirit

Just as in the world the soul is the life of the body, so also in
the eternal and heavenly world the life of the soul is the Spirit
of the Godhead.

Therefore, he, who seeks to believe and to approach to the
Lord, must beg while here on earth to receive the Divine Spirit.
For the Spirit is the life of the soul and on this account did the
Lord come in order to give His Spirit to the soul on this

Earth. ... If anyone, therefore, while on this earth does not seek
and has not received life for his soul, namely, the divine light
of the Spirit, when he departs from this body, he is already
separated into the places of darkness on the left side. He does
not come into the Kingdom of Heaven. ... But the soul, that is
plunged into the fire of the Spirit and in the divine light, will
suffer no harm from any of the evil spirits. Even if anyone of
them should come near to it, it is consumed by the heavenly
fire of the Spirit.

C- St Cyril the Great?

Christ, Beginning of a New Generation Born of the Holy Spirit

The Son came, as | said, and was made man, Re-formation of new
our estate as in Himself first unto a holy and admirable and

truly marvellous birth and life: and Himself first became born

of the Holy Spirit, | mean as to the flesh, in order that, the

"Homily 30, 5-6.
2 Christ is One; LFC 47, 250



°grace passing through Him as by a path unto ourselves too, we
having not from blood nor from the will of the flesh nor from
the will of man but from God (John 1:13) through the Spirit our
souls’ new birth and spiritual conformation unto the Son who
is by nature and truly, might thus abide undecaying, as
possessing no longer the first father, Adam, in whom we
decayed. And verily Christ said, at one time, And call no one
your father on earth, for one is your Father which is in Heaven
(Mat 23:9).

From the previous we deduce that the aim of the coming of Christ is to
reconstruct (recreate) man by water and spirit.

3- He rose from the dead on the third day.

Kal aveABwv el ovpavolg, ekdOoev év defx oov tov Ilateog, oploag
NUéoav AvTamodooews, kol 1V EMPAVEIS KOLVAL TNV OIKOUUEVNV €V
dkaloov VT, Kat ATOdOLVAL EKATTW KATA TNV TIOAELV AVTO.

(He rose from the dead on the third day. He ascended into the heavens and
sat at Thy right hand, O Father. He has appointed a day for recompense, on
which He will appear to judge the world in

Righteousness and give each one according to his deeds.)



Also as stated in point 2 in Arabic and Greek translation like sentences read
together on some. But in Coptic putting the character (E) which is also causal
character as in (Romans 4:25)

DrETAVTHIY cofe nennuﬂj 0Y08 Aq'rwnq
coRe TEne2210.

(Who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of
our justification.) (Romans 4:25)

The justification is the reward that this man is good and here bonus is
Communion of the lord’s flesh and blood. And at the last day (Judgment day)
to rationalization the believer and condemned evil, and we notice that that the
act had come in past perfect which that He decided the justification day and
the prove for his reward is Lord’s flesh and blood.

4-Lead us throughout the way into your kingdom:-

Kal 0d1ynoov Nuag &v ) Pacideia cov, xaplOUeVOGS TULV TIV OT|V €1 VNV
Ol arvTog, tvat oov Kat €v ToUTw, kKabws kat £v mavtl, doEacOn) kal VPwO
Kal Opvnon kat evAoynOn kal aywoOr 10 mavaylov kal EVTIHOV Kal
evAOYNUEVOV Ovoua, oLV XpLot Inoov kat ayiw ITveduartt



(Lead us throughout the way into your kingdom, that as in this so also in all
things your great and holy name be glorified, blessed and exalted, in everything
honored and blessed, together with Jesus Christ, your beloved son and the
Holy Spirit.)

In Coptic, Take us to the way of the kingdom, and we still use this word till now
( edown ) to express the deepness or inside the house either the Arabic

translation like we were lost, but in Coptic: we are in the kingdom and want to
get in deeper, as Bible said:

O A€ CENAXOC AN LE CTAL 1€ cTH SHTUIE YAP
1c taerovpo iTe O catSovn sawTer.

(Nor will they say, ‘See here! or ‘See there! For indeed, the kingdom of God
is within you) (Luke 17:21)



Bishop Suriel, Bishop of Melbourne

The term "Church of Alexandria" or
the "Coptic Church" are not so clear
with respect to the western mind and
leading sometimes to contradicting
definitions.?

The Significance of the Words
"Copt" and "Egypt."”

The word "Copt" for a layman who
visits the Middle East today may
signify several meanings such as,
Christian Egyptians whether Orthodox
or even Catholics and Protestants, or
Christian Nubians from VII- Xl
centuries, or Ethiopians living in
Abyssinia and even some other
communities who share their dogma
like Syro-Jacobites and Armenians.

But this word, in fact, comes from the
Greek word "aipyutrTio"-"Egyptian”
and was disfigured by the Arabs to
'Copt". The Greek word is the name of
the sanctuary near Memphis 'Het-Ka-
Ptah" "The dwelling of the 'Ghost' (ka)
of Ptah."

Other traditions state that "Copt" is
derived, mainly according to Arabic
and Semitic sources, from 'Kuftaim'

son of Mizraim,
a grandchild of
Noah who first
settled in the
Nile valley and
imparted his
name to the old
town of "Quft"
or "Guft" in the
neighbourhood  ier.

of Thebes, Source : Panorama of Nations
ancient capital (1888)

of Egypt.

« A COPT » by Leopold Carl

The Arabs called Egypt "Dar al-Qibt" -
home of the Copts.*
For the Copts, their home land is

called “kiuwt” which means “black

land= Fertile” which is the origin of
the English words, "Alchemy" and
"chemistry."®

In Semitic languages, like in the
biblical Hebrew, Egypt is called
Misraim or Mesraim. (= the two lands
i.e. Upper and Lower Egypt as the title
of the Pharaoh, 'Lord of the two
lands'). See for example Isaiah 19:25
"whom the LORD of hosts shall bless,
saying, 'Blessed is Egypt My people.”

" Bishop Suriel “Christian Education in the Church of Alexandria in the First Five Centuries” - We thank our dear father
Bishop Anba Suriel for dedicating us this article and his permission for translating it from English to Arabic.
2 For several definitions cf P du Bourget, "Le mot "Copte" Bulletin de la Société d’archéologie Copte 26 (1984), 101.

3 P du Bourguet, "le mot <Copte>" BSAC 25,1983, pp 101.

4 A.S. Atiya, History of Eastern Christianity, 2ed, New York 1980, p16.
5 W.E. Crum, A Coptic Dictionary, Oxford 1939, 110a, J. Cerny, Coptic Etymological Dictionary, Cambridge 1976, p58.
8 Fowler &Fowler, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of current English, 5th ed, Oxford 1968, p30, 204.



°The Word "Copt" is used:

1- To designate a people:-
a- Exclusively, for the population
of Egypt (nearly 100% Christian
before the Arab conquest -641

AD.)

b- For the Christian minority - from
the Arab Conquest till today.

2- To designate an activity
(professions, language, creed, art ...)

a- In a restrictive way to mean the
activities of this population and
then in particular the Christian
minority in Egypt.

b- In a wider meaning to be the
activites of the  pagan
compatriots which they have in
common such as language, art,
craft...

c- In the widest sense to be the
religious activities of

this

population or this minority,
hence the dogma, ecclesiastic
hierarchy and  liturgy of
Ethiopian Christians.
3- In historic terms
a-In a strict sense to mean

Christian

b- In a wider sense to include even
pagans from the IllI- VI
centuries

The language is common between
pagans and Christians from the 1lI-VII
centuries and was then only used by
the Christian minority after the Arab
Conquest. The same could be applied
to art and other activities.

The word "Alexandria" in our definition
is inclusive not only of the
metropolitan towns but also the
Egyptian Chora (villages)'.

" For a study of this subjects cf: Naphtali Lewis, Life in Egypt under Roman Rule, Clarendon Press, Oxford 1985, p36-63.
E. Wipszycka, "Le monachisme égyptien et les villes" Travaux et Mémoires 12 (1994) 1-44. (cf. Recent Research in Coptic

Monasticism, 1992-1996 by J. Goehring p72.



